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Greener than green — UKCRA meets

he remanufacturing
industry  helps  to

preserve the environment.
That is something that most
people in the industry take for
granted. But is that message
getting across to the general
public?

UKCRA members voiced
their concern about this
matter in their November
meeting (held in Warwick 22
November). As Laura
Heywood, UKCRA’s Secretary,
said “Remanufacturers must
be greener than green and
whiter than white”. Being part
of an association that
represents an environmentally
friendly industry means that
you have to be very
responsible when disposing of
waste and try to generate as
little rubbish as possible.

OEMs will try to find any
excuse to discredit the
remanufacturing industry, so
remanufacturers have to be
extra careful. In order to prove
that our industry is really

green, UKCRA members were
reminded to fill out a
survey on how they dispose

of  their  waste.  This
will  provide arguments
to clearly  demonstrate

that remanufacturers are
responsible  towards  the
environment.

Another measure that was
discussed in the meeting was
the possibility of applying for
the European Ecolabel — also
known as “the Flower”. It is a
voluntary scheme and there
are no regulations to oblige
manufacturers to apply for the
label. Instead the scheme
places emphasis on consumer
demand to transform markets,
and actively encourages
manufacturers to  design
products  with  reduced
environmental impact.

In the UK, Defra carries out
the Competent Body function.
Application  costs  &300
(reductions of 25% apply to
SMEs — small and medium-
sized enterprises). Once the

application has been
approved, the flower can be
displayed on the same
product sold in any member
state. There is an annual fee
for the use of the label,
calculated at 0.15% of the
annual sales of the product
(again with discounts for SMEs
and certain other applicants).
UKCRA members did not
seem to see this as something
that would help to raise the
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profile of their companies.
Paul Rowan MP will soon
have a meeting with Hewlett
Packard (a follow up on one
he had a year ago) and UKCRA

members were asked to
submit questions that they
consider relevant. The
Recycler will keep you

updated on the outcome of
this meeting, which looks
potentially very interesting.




