
Norman Baker: 

" Printer cartridges provide a good example of where the
waste minimisation strategy proposed in new clause 1 could be helpful. 

Twenty per cent of the printer cartridge market is taken up by reusable
products that can be refilled and reclaimed. That minimises the throw-away
culture and the amount of landfill taken up by printer cartridges. 

I am sure that the Minister will agree that reusing printer cartridges is a
better solution in environmental terms than buying new cartridges and
throwing them away at the end of their useful lives. However, the Waste
Electrical and Electronic Equipment Directive discussions were led by the
Department of Trade and Industry, and not by the Department for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs, as I think should have been the case. 

Britain has taken the lead in resisting the inclusion in the WEEE Directive
of printer cartridges. The DTI does not want cartridges to be classified as
electrical wastes. Under pressure from Hewlett Packard and other
manufacturers, the DTI wants the disposable culture to continue. That is an
example of how the Government are simply not implementing their waste
minimisation strategy." 

Mr. Robert Syms (Poole): 

"The Hon. Gentleman makes a good point. A number of
companies in this country want to get into the business of recycling printer
cartridges and other items, but they feel that they will be at a
disadvantage if such cartridges are not included in the WEEE Directive. Does
the Hon. Gentleman agree, therefore, that it is also a matter of allowing
small businesses to grow in this sector?" 

Norman Baker
"The Hon. Gentleman is right" 

Mr. Morley: 

"No, the Hon. Member for Poole (Mr. Syms) is not quite right on
that matter. It is true that printer cartridges and other such items are not
included in the WEEE directive, but there is nothing to preclude their reuse
and refilling. 

The Hon. Member for Lewes (Mr. Baker) was right to say that
the DTI took the lead in the negotiations, but the basis of the Directive is
that the electrical equipment that it covers should go back to the original
manufacturers. The same logic would apply to printer cartridges: if covered
by WEEE, they would go back to the manufacturers, even though many are
refilled and reused. That will not be affected by the WEEE directive. 

Norman Baker: 

The Minister is either being slightly disingenuous, or ill
informed. The point is that we think that the WEEE directive should cover
printer cartridges. The requirement should be that they are dealt with on a
comprehensive, life-cycle basis, but the Government are resisting that. 

Mr. Wiggin:

 Does not the Hon. Gentleman think it extraordinary that the
Minister did not say in his intervention that the real problem with printer
cartridges is that they are being put in landfill? By including them in the
WEEE directive, we would achieve what the whole Bill seeks to achieve. 

Norman Baker: 

That is exactly right. In respect of the Minister's
intervention, I should point out that many small businesses would benefit
from the inclusion of printer cartridges and such items in the WEEE
Directive. All printer cartridges used in this country are imported, and
some are recycled and reused by British companies. So every time the
Government stand up in Brussels-or sit down in smoke-filled rooms-and say
that they cannot allow the WEEE Directive to include printer cartridges,
they are disarming small businesses in this country, and damaging the
environment. That is what the DTI is doing. It has created the mess, and DEFRA is left to pick up the pieces afterwards. That is how the Government are constructed. We need more effort to be made in respect of waste minimisation, and I have given the Minister one concrete example of something that he could do

